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Why are we involved?
• Carbon trading is innovative way to improve farm 

income through economic/environmentally sound 
management practices.

• Incentive Based Approach 

• 2007 Farm Bill discussion - budget concerns may 
limit participation in conservation programs of the 
Farm Bill.

• Contracts with CCX allow producers to benefit if 
carbon prices continue to increase.

Farmers Union Carbon Credit Program –
Current Statistics, February 2008

• No-till and Seeded Grass 
– 2,500,000 acres in 25 states
– 60,000+ acres in Colorado

• Managed Rangeland
– applications for 1,000,000 acres in 8 states
– verification this spring for first pool 
– 130,000+ acres in Colorado

• Forestry
– applications for about 8000 acres of forestry offsets in 9 states
– awaiting first verification

• $2.7 million distributed from the first year no-till and 
seeded grass pools. ($57,000 in Colorado)





Chicago Climate Exchange
(CCX)

www.chicagoclimatex.com

What is the Chicago Climate Exchange?
(CCX), www.chicagoclimatex.com

• Greenhouse gas (GHG) emission registry

• Reduction and trading system for all six 
greenhouse gases

• Self-regulatory, rules-based exchange
designed and governed by its members

• Members make voluntary but legally 
binding commitments to reduce GHG 
emissions



Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX) 
www.chicagoclimatex.com
Greenhouse Gases traded daily

Eligible Ag Practices
• No-till cropping

– 0.2-0.6 metric tons per acre annually, includes annual crops and hayed forages
– No beginning date

• Seeding long term grasses
– 0.4 or 1.0 metric tons per acre
– Other seeded grasses, CRP, CREP
– Has to be planted after January 1, 1999

• Managed Rangeland with increased vegetative index
– 0.12-0.52 metric tons per acre
– Cell grazing, rotational, intensive grazing practices
– Grazing plan implemented after 1999

• Forestry offsets(Afforestation)
– 1.5 - 7 tons per acre annually
– Planted after 1990

• Methane Capture
– 1 ton methane =21 tons carbon credits
– Installed after January 1, 1999
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Long-term Grass – Eligible Counties



Rangeland Management 
Eligibility

• Vegetation is managed through the control of 
livestock rather than agronomy practices

• Light or moderate livestock stocking rates (NRCS 
criteria)

• Sustainable Livestock Distribution (NRCS 
criteria): rotational and seasonal grazing



Enrollment – Web Site Form
www.nfu.org or http://carboncredit.ndfu.org

Carbon Credit 
Calculator





Future Considerations
• Colorado has a wide range of potential cropping, 

rangeland, forestry, and manure management projects 
for potential offset projects.
– HB 07-1203, Colorado State University, Carbon 

Study

• Federal Cap-and-Trade System, (Warner-Lieberman 
and others)

• CO Climate Action Plan 
– Western Regional Agricultural Offset Initiative 
(www.colorado.gov/energy)
-CO Carbon Fund

• “Duke Standards” from the Nicholas Institute for 
Environmental Policy Solutions
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