






Table 3. Phosphorus needs based on the extraction method used

Phosphorus
level of 
sufficiency 
ppm 

AB-DTPA
ppm 

Bray-1 &
Mehlich-II 
ppm

Mehlich-lll
ppm                              

Olsen ppm Apply P2O 
lbs/10002 ft.

Very low to 
Low

0-7 0-12 <10 0-9 3.5

Medium 7.1-13 13-25 11-31 10-16 2.9

High 13-22 26-50 32-56 16-31 2.3

Sufficient <23 >50.1 >56.1 >31.1 0

Note: The Phosphorus extraction method used may be noted on the soil test results. If not, 
contact the lab to determine what method was used.

Table 4: Soil test results and recommendations. 

Potassium ppm Apply K2O lbs/10002 ft. AB-DTPA 
extractable iron Fe 
ppm 

Chelated Fe *
(Sequestrene 138-Fe) 
lbs/10002 ft

0-60 1.8 Low -2.0 3.5

61-20 0.9 Marginal 2.0-4.5 1.7

121-200 0 Adequate 4.5+ 0

201 + 0

 
Note: Sequestrene 138 Fe is 6 percent iron.  Other chelated iron products may not be 
effective in high pH soils.

Placement of Fertilizer 
Nitrogen (N) and other nutrients, with the exception of zinc, can be 

broadcast over the ground and watered in, or applied in a band in the irrigation 
furrows prior to irrigation. Do not apply fertilizer against the trunk as tissue 
damage may result.  Spread the fertilizer evenly and do not dump it in a pile at 
the base of the tree or injury will result.  If the area to be fertilized is more or less 
than 1,000 feet, calculate the amount of fertilizer to apply accordingly.  Foliar 
applications can also be used if appropriate materials are chosen.
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Additional fact sheet on fruit trees and 
their care include: 

•  2.804, Backyard Orchard: Stone 
Fruits. 

•  7.615. The Preparation of Small Spray 
Quantities of Pesticides. 

•  5.507, Spider Mites. 

•  5.519, Apple and Pear Insects. 

•  5.560, Pear Slugs. 

•  5.569, Insect Control: Horticultural 
Oils. 

Figure 8: Bitter-pit and cork spot on 
Honeycrisp apple. 
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