Dear growers, friends, and colleagues,

Organic Seed Alliance, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union Educational and Charitable Foundation, and CSU Otero and Pueblo County Extension, are hosting two presentations on the same day in May pertaining to organic vegetable and seed production and regional economic opportunities:

May 26 1-4 pm in Rocky Ford Otero County CSU Extension meeting room is located at 411 North 10th Street in Rocky Ford. It is a lava rock building one block north of Highway 50 West on 10th Street

May 26 5-8 pm in Avondale (McHarg Community Center..Snacks & drinks will be provided)

Presentations 2 hours

1. Intoduction to Organic Certification and Considerations for Transitioning Conventional Fields-Mitch Yergert (Colorado Dept of Ag) 2. Fresh Vegetable, Herb, Fruit Marketing--Marcy Nameth (NewFarms/Arkansas Valley Organic Growers) 3. Organic Seed Production and Marketing Opportunities--Dan Hobbs (Organic Seed Alliance) 4. Rural Economic Development Resources & Producer Survey--Susann Mikkelson (RMFU Cooperative Development Center)

-----

Seed growers meeting 1 hour

The Family Farmers Seed Cooperative-- a national marketing and service cooperative--is working with Organic Seed Alliance to set up local seed grower "guilds" in key production areas, such as the Arkansas Valley, to share custom equipment, coordinate grow-outs, and exchange germplasm. If you are interested in or already growing seeds for on-farm use and/or commercial sales, this meeting is for you!

Dan Hobbs

719-250-9835

