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Application for Scholarship or Program Development Dollars through the Gunnison Hinsdale Early Childhood Council
Who We Are: The Early Childhood Council is a group of child care providers, parents, health care professionals, and other community members who have a vested interest in improving the healthy growth and optimal development of all young children so that each child is ready to succeed in school and life. 

 
Who We Serve:  The Early Childhood Council serves early childhood services providers, and educators that work with children 0-8 years old.  The Council strives to build early childhood systems that improve and expand quality services and educational opportunities for children and families of Gunnison and Hinsdale Counties.  
Who can apply? Any early childhood service provider is eligible to apply.  Scholarships may be obtained to support our mission to expand and improve quality services and educational opportunities for children and families in Gunnison and Hinsdale Counties.  

Our mission supports building a sustainable early childhood system in our valley. 

Early Childhood Systems Building uses the following principals:  

· Coordination, collaboration, and integration of many programs and services.  

· Joint strategic decisions instead of competition between agencies.  

· Building support for all young children and families instead of focusing on a specific population.  

· The Systems approach uses a planned investment in early childhood to create foundation for higher quality services and educational opportunities for children and families over time, instead of using a programmatic approach that starts and stops.  

If you believe that your organization or business agrees with these principals, you may be eligible for scholarship dollars.  
Application Rules and Requirements:

1. Reimbursements must fall within fiscal year of application.

2. Application for scholarship dollars must be submitted by October 24th, 2011.   

3. Must serve or support services and/or educational opportunities for children ages 0-8 yrs.  

4. Council participation in some way is required- this will be discussed with the individual applicant and decided upon with the scholarship application subcommittee and the applicant.  

a. If participation does not fit the needs of our Council, then a report on how funds were used will be requested.  This report will be to inform the Council on how goals of scholarship were met.   
5. This scholarship may not be used to pay salaries.
6. Scholarship may be used to reimburse hard costs, small facility improvements, supplies and equipment, trainings, and education.

7. Scholarship dollars may not be used to make large facility improvements such as remodeling, expansions, or large construction projects. 
8. Scholarship dollars may be used to support child care tuition assistance.  

9. Scholarships may be used to support professional development of early childhood professionals.  

The Scholarship and Program Development sub-committee will take the following things into consideration upon reviewing your application:

1. What are the local system building benefits that will be incurred if the applicant is funded?
2. Describe the impact that this funding will have on the children and families it will serve.  Will the impact be short or long term?

3. Approximately how many children and families will benefit from the application in question? *  
4. Are there any other entities matching funds to support this project? If so, please list other entities.  

5. Are there any other participants related to the applicant’s work that are contributing in-kind donations or volunteer work?  

6. In what capacity can the applicant support local early childhood systems building activities as a participant of the Early Childhood Council?

7. Is the applicant a for-profit or not-for-profit entity? ** 

*Note: Scholarships are given to benefit individuals and groups, and one is not favored more than the other. 
**Note: Both for-profit and non-profit entities are considered equally.  
Scholarship Application:

Please answer the following questions and submit your application to Margaret Wacker, Early Childhood Council Coordinator, by October 24th, 2011.  Electronic applications are preferred.   

Send to: margaretwacker@gunnisoncounty.org
 or 225 N. Pine St. Suite E Gunnison, Co 81230. 

1. Name 
2. Phone number, mailing address, & email address

3. Organization

4. Amount requested: Please specify a detailed list of costs incurred. 

5. What do you wish to use these funds for? Please write a brief narrative describing your proposed use of fund including amount requested and how it would be used.

6. What are the expected benefits to the organization, to the children and families served, and to the funding organization(s) i.e. the ECC and other involved entities? 

7. What are the goals of the project or activity? 

8. How will the goals be evaluated at the end of the project? 

9. Explain how you will share the new information or results of the project with the early childhood community.  

10.  If this scholarship will be used to support tuition assistance: How does your center/ family homecare business evaluate financial need of your clients who receive tuition assistance?
Thank you for your application.  Your proposal will be voted upon by the Gunnison Hinsdale Early Childhood Council at the end of the scholarship application period.  You can expect to hear the results of your application within 2 weeks of the end of the scholarship application period.  

For further questions, contact Margaret Wacker at (970) 641-7913 or by email at margaretwacker@gunnisoncounty.org
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