	Why should I take a Native Plant Master course?

Have you always wanted to learn more about the beautiful plants that grow in nature? Would you like to learn how to use them in your landscape? Take a Native Plant Master course! This is a fun way to spend three or more mornings in the field this summer, getting to know the plants of Colorado.

Anyone can take one or more courses in this program.  To become a certified Native Plant Master, potential volunteers must go through a competitive application process.  Accepted volunteers must pass three courses and give back some time educating others in order to be certified.

What is a Native Plant Master?

A Native Plant Master is a volunteer who receives special training about Colorado plants and certification from Colorado State University Extension who then uses that training to educate the public. Anyone can take Native Plant Master courses even if they do not wish to make educational contacts with the public. The mission of the Native Plant Master Program is to educate the public about native plants in order to foster stewardship, sustainable landscaping and management of weeds that threaten native ecosystems.
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For more information, see
www.conativeplantmaster.org

or contact the Colorado State University Extension office in your county.

Colorado State University Extension provides information and education and encourages the application of research-based knowledge in response to local, state and national issues affecting individuals, youth, families, agricultural enterprises and communities of Colorado.
Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Jefferson County Cooperating. Colorado State University Extension is dedicated to serve all people on an equal and nondiscriminatory basis.
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	What training is provided? 
Award-winning Colorado Native Plant Master® courses are offered across the state by eleven Colorado State University Extension offices.  Participants in Native Plant Master (NPM) courses learn identification, ecology and human uses of selected Colorado plants.  NPM courses emphasize sustainable landscaping and invasive weeds.  Students learn to use a botanical key including scientific names and families.  
Also offered are special classes such as Native Plant Landscaping, Invasive Weeds, Basic Botany, Grasses, Orchids and Subalpine/Alpine Life Zones.  Special classes are available on a multi-year rotating basis and may not be offered in all locations.  
Can anyone take courses?

Classes are open to all on a space available basis 
What does each course cover? Most courses are taught in the field using living examples of Colorado flora but some are classroom sessions. A few advanced courses have prerequisites. The cost ranges from $20 to $110 per course.
Instructors for the courses have extensive field experience, are Native Plant Masters and/or have advanced degrees.

	How do you register?

These popular classes have a waiting list each year, so those interested are advised to register early. To view a list of the NPM programs at different locations across the state and/or to register, see www.conativeplantmaster.org.  Contact the NPM program at yhuang@jeffco.us, (303) 271-6620.
How do I get more information about Colorado’s plants?

For research-based information and/or images of more than 1,000 Colorado plants, browse the Colorado Plant Database at http://coloradoplants.jeffco.us
Outdoor courses may be moderately strenuous.

Field courses may require strenuous walking for extended periods on steep inclines for two or more miles on wet, rough, and/or slippery footing during windy, cold, hot, rainy or snowy days.  Courses include risks, hazards and dangers that are integral to natural areas. 


	How do you become a volunteer Native Plant Master?

Potential volunteers must apply through a competitive process.  Not all Extension offices accept volunteers each year.  If accepted, applicants must be at least 21 years old and:
· Pass three courses in three different months and/or locations, including field exams. (Courses do not need to be completed in the same year);

· Teach at least 20 people about Colorado plants per course taken;

· Report on the number of educational contacts made.
· NPM Certification can be maintained by teaching at least 60 people per year about Colorado plants and taking a NPM or other continuing education offering every two years.
· Certified Native Plant Masters in good standing receive a discount on course fees.
How do you apply to become a volunteer?

For questions or to request an application, see www.conativeplantmaster.org.  

Why native plants?

Colorado has a wealth of native plants, colorful wildflowers, grasses, shrubs and trees, which are well adapted to our variable climate, soils, temperatures and elevations.

The Colorado Native Plant Society recommends the use of native plants in landscaping, both because of their adaptability and because Colorado has a unique regional horticulture worth promoting and protecting.
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Geranium viscosissimum


sticky geranium, Geraniaceae
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