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Rejoice! April showers are lending to liquid moisture as opposed to snowfall from time to time.

Timberline continues to love our visits to their folks every Tuesday. Jacquie and Jim Hawkins went to visit them with ”Jackson” one Tuesday afternoon in March. Other additional days or times each week are optional. Just call ahead to see if the programming of pet therapy time fits into Timberline’s needs. You may call Candace directly at 668-2952. or Nancy at 668-4190 They are open Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 8:30 to 5:30 generally, though they have a lunch break from 12:00 – 1:00. (NOTE * If there is a dog still in the testing process visiting there, we will want to limit others there at the same time so as not to distract too much from the initial testing and observation process)

Our March 25th trip to the Long term care at St. Vincents / Leadville went great. Two members of our club with collies attended, Virginia Carpenter with “Ginger” and Linda Shenberger with “Ranier” were in their glory with all the love to be had. The patients there seemed so glad to see us.   We were joined by 4Her Allison Ferris and the Stalling family, Abbie, Josh and parents who were trying out the visits with Happy Tails. We also took Easter cards and chocolate eggs for the patients and their caregivers. I may not be in town for the April visit so Kathie K will be taking sign ups at 668-4142. 

Leadville trips currently are the fourth Saturday of the month and we meet at the Frisco Library at 9am. We strive to make a 9:15 or 9:20 departure and plan to be back by 12:30. Be sure to RSVP if you plan to join us at St Vincents in Leadville and bring a snack and a drink. Space in the county van could also be an issue if we have more than a few 4H kids, handlers and dogs going together. Prospective handlers may accompany us from time to time just to see what we do. If you wish, you may feel free to provide transportation for yourself, your dog and others if you wish, just let us know that is your plan. One new team currently in the observation process is Micheal and “Kinks”. They live in Buena Vista and Kinks is actually a pro Frisbee dog. He is very attentive to his owner Micheal and has some cool moves and great tricks. Very well trained dogs can do off leash tricks if the setting allows with adequate space, approval from the manager or staff person at the facility and an audience type set up.  

We are activelyl pursuing the READ program in our outreach efforts. Susan Alderman is one of the local READ volunteers and she is excited to have more people interested. The Summit County Library wants to incorporate some therapy dogs into their summer reading program this year. In order to qualify for READ programs with your dog, you must be a registered handler/therapy dog team and apply for certification with READ as well. Go online for more info at www.therapyanimals.org and click on enter the site, then R.E.A.D. for more information.  Nancy Ring can provide information on testing your dog at 970-668-4190.

 Thanks for your interest in Therapy Dog programs and be sure to checkout the website: http://www.therapydogs.com  
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