Hi everyone,
 

Just a reminder that the next 4-H meeting has been changed to Thursday, March 29. This leaves the girls two more weeks to complete their nine squares, so that we can machine sew the edges and back at the March 29 meeting. It is very important that the girls arrive at that meeting with the nine squares sewn. Several of the girls are already done with the project and we want to move along to new things (Art) in April. FYI, we will have one more small sewing project for the girls who have already completed their quilts at the next meeting. Tracey is cutting out some fleece teddy bear shapes that they can stuff, sew, and decorate. We will have enough teddy bears for everyone, and any girls who are still working on their quilts can make the teddy bear on their own time if they'd like. 

 

If your daughter is still working on her quilt, here are a few things to remember:

 

1. Small stitches are GOOD! If the stitches are too big, the quilt will not look as nice.

2. Remember, three stitches forward, one stitch back, to prevent puckering.

3. Sew the squares into three separate rows first. Then press the seams open and sew each row together.

4. Draw a line (pencil or pen will work) on the wrong side of the material 1/4 inch from the edge, so that it is easier for the girls to sew in a straight line and keep the quilt square.

5. Try to take a few pictures of your quilter in progress. It will be great for the record books.

 

Also, one of the girls mentioned at the last meeting that these quilts would not be entered in the fair. I want to clarify for everyone that YES, these quilts will be exhibited! Even though most of the girls are Clover Buds (under 8 years old), they will still enter their quilts in the 4-H Exhibit and receive a participation ribbon. It is expected that everyone who signed up and participated in this project will have an item at the 4-H exhibit hall on June 29! 

 

Finally, a HUGE thanks to everyone who has helped out with this project. It has definitely been a challenging one for such little fingers and hands, but I think all the girls are doing a fabulous job of it, and it couldn't have happened without the extra moms (and Kathie!) at the meetings. It has been so fun to watch the girls begin from scratch with no experience, and watch their faces light up as their little quilts emerge from scrap material! 

 

See you March 29!

 

4-H Leader,  Shelly Wasson 
